Historical Highlights of the First Presbyterian Church, Rome, NY
[image: image1.png]



1793: a group of settlers of the area gathered together to worship at the home of Ebenezer Wright
1800: Reverend Simon Watermen formally establishes the “First Religious Society of Rome “of the Congregational denomination
1807: Reverend Moses Gillette (1807 -- 1837) The Meeting House (our church) was built; Sunday School for youth was established; the Church joined with the Presbyterian denomination, causing a division not reconciled until 1848
1841: Reverend Dr. Seldon Haynes (1841 -- 1846) Resigned in 1846(as did the pastor of the Congregational Church) in an effort to make way for a new pastor and a more united congregation
1848: Reverend Dr. William Knox (1841 -- 1869) During the Civil War he worked with the Christian Commission to minister to Union troops
1870: Reverend Dr. Peter Stryker (1870 -- 1876) A strong advocate for missions starting mission Sunday schools in the east and west end of the city
1876: Reverend Dr. James H. Taylor(1876 -- 1899) The East Rome  Chapel was established in the city’s Factory Village serving immigrant citizens for over 25 years
1900: Reverend Charles G. Sewall (1900 -- 1907) The church's 100th birthday was celebrated; a new annex was built, providing a large central auditorium and several additional classrooms
1907: Reverend Dr. Philip H. Cole, PhD, D.D.  (1907 -- 1940) Remembered for his scholarly approach to ministry, bringing balance to the church through the tumultuous liberal and fundamentalist controversy of that era
1940: Reverend Dr. Edmund G. Dyett, M. A., PhD (1940 -- 1944) Responsible for creation of the Copperspire the church's monthly newsletter that is still going strong today;  Reverend Dyer resigned as pastor to join the war effort as a Navy chaplain
1945: Reverend Dr. Percy E. Radford, PhD, D.D., L.L.D. (1945 -- 1956) Great “people” person with a special interest in the youth of the church; phenomenal growth in membership during postwar period; music lover who encouraged development of choirs for children and adults; 150th birthday of our church was celebrated
1957: Reverend Dr. Jennings B. Reid Ph.D., D. D.  (1957 -- 1971) church reached its highest enrollment; addition was built in 1958, named the Reid Christian Education Center
1972: Reverend Robert A. O'Meara (1972 -- 2005) A pastor for all the people; served his congregation well and active in many local civic organizations; retired in 2005 after 33 years of service
2006: Reverend Patricia Ashley (2006 -- 2008) Interim pastor; successfully and graciously brought our congregation to new life and a commitment to our new pastor.  
2008: Reverend Samuel Pendergrass began in November as our 12th pastor
For anyone interested in a more in-depth history of our church as well as the surrounding areas, please read the book “A Cloud of Witnesses" by Bertha Cable, a long-time member of the congregation and former staff member.  There is a copy available for sign-out in the Church Library
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