Sam Pendergrast

Statement of Faith

“God is good!” says the worship leader at camp. “All the time!” is the enthusiastic response.

I think this statement of faith, far from being just another camp slogan, touches on the heart of a Christian affirmation of God’s goodness at the heart of all things. My belief that God is good all the time means that my trust in God does not depend on how my day went or even on whether my life is long and trouble-free or short and filled with suffering. With the church I affirm that "in life and in death we belong to God.” It is a life-long process to learn what that affirmation might mean, and even then we only touch on a small part of the mystery of the God who is fundamentally for us. The image of God as unshakable, faithful presence through all the ups and downs of life has been an important one for me during times of difficulty and change or times of stability and success. Though sin separates us from God and neighbor, causes pain and brings harm, sin has been overcome in a cosmic sense and is being overcome in us as we open ourselves to God's forgiving and transforming power.

The image of God as creator has been an important one for me all of my life. Spending my youth and young adulthood in pursuits that allowed me to be outdoors much of the time, I have developed a reverence for the Creation and seek in my work to point towards the wonders of nature and its maker. I believe that a primary part of the church’s work in the 21st Century is to live as stewards of the earth and to model for the world a faithful and thankful use of resources. 

My affirmation that God is good despite all the evidence to the contrary is a part of how I think of God’s power, a power shown most fully in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. Jesus said, “If you have seen me, you have seen the Father.” He shows us a power of a different order than the sort of domination and coercion that we tend to think of as power, especially in political and military terms. The power Jesus shows us is the power of redemptive, suffering love. It suggests a God of infinite patience, who grieves our sin and rebellion, and our abuse of the earth and our neighbors, but whose purpose in creation will ultimately be brought to completion. 

God’s spirit is a very real power in my life, one that I experience through music, prayer and the challenges of community. There is a current of joy in life that bubbles up in me as I hum and sing. An old hymn that expresses this joy says: “My life flows on in endless song above earth’s lamentation. I hear the real, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation. No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging. Since love is lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing?”

Our Reformed understanding – that the Scriptures are a witness to the Word of God, whom we know most fully in the person of Jesus – expresses my view of the Bible. That is, the Bible points us toward a relationship of human life (or created life) with God. The most perfect expression of that relationship is Jesus. He invites us to give ourselves to the same kind of relationship, one that invites to discover who we truly are as we find the meaning of our lives in obedience to the one who made us. When Jesus says, “I am the truth,” he means that we approach truth by entering into relationship with God, neighbor and creation, and living “in Christ” as Paul puts it, whether or not we are ever able to articulate propositional truths that express the mystery of that relationship. 
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