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Dear Members and Friends,

It is with great excitement and enthusiasm that the Pastoral Nominating Committee has concluded its search and recommends that the Congregation affirm the Call we have extended to the Rev Samuel Lapsley Pendergrast from Lexington, Kentucky.

On October 19th, Rev Pendergrast will preach in our Church for your consideration.  Rev Pendergrast will be accompanied by his wife Cynthia and their two sons Allan and James.  A special reception will follow.

The Session has called a Congregational Meeting to follow the Service of Worship on October 19th, the purpose of which is to consider the call of the Rev Pendergrast as the next Pastor of our Church.

The terms of the call are as follows:

“That you may be free to devote full time to the ministry of the Word and Sacrament among us, we promise and obligate ourselves to provide you the following annually:

Cash Salary
$35,000.00

Housing Allowance
$15,000.00

Full medical, pension, disability, and death benefit coverage under the Board of Pension


 (currently $15,750.00).

Paid vacation leave of four (4) weeks annually


Paid continuing education leave of two (2) weeks annually (cumulative up to six (6) weeks)

Continuing Education Reimbursement allowance 
$1000.00

Moving expenses – all reasonable and necessary expenses

Local travel expenses at the applicable IRS allowable rate (currently $0.585 per mile)

We promise and obligate ourselves to review with you annually the adequacy of this compensation.  In testimony whereof we have subscribed our names this 4th day of September 2008.

Ray Tucker, Chairman


Bill Nee

Jennifer Reed, Secretary


Armen Roubian

Julie Grow-Denton


June Sperlik

Linnea Linderman

After searching over 200 candidates, and bringing five to Rome, your PNC believes it has found that person whom God has called to be our next Pastor. The following is given as a brief introduction to the Pendergrast.
Sam was born and raised in Atlanta, GA, and is the eldest of three children.  Sam’s maternal grandfather, Samuel Lapsley, was a Presbyterian Pastor.  Sam graduated from Furman University in Greenville, SC, in 1978.  His wife Cynthia grew up in Ottumwa, IA.  From 1981-1983, both Sam and Cynthia worked in the “Tithe of Life” program of the old PCUS.  This program asked young adults to devote two years of their life to church service.  Sam and Cynthia met each other during a program-training event in Texas.  They were married in 1982.  In response to Sam’s Call to the Ministry, he attended Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, and was Ordained in 1987 by the Prospect Hill Presbytery in Northwest Iowa.  Sam has family in Georgia and Colorado.

Cynthia graduated in 1979 from Iowa State University with a degree in Elementary Education and taught 3rd Grade in Kansas City, Kansas, for two years before meeting Sam.  She received her Master's degree in Early Childhood Special Education from the University of Kentucky in 2000. She works as an Early Intervention Specialist for children with developmental delays.  Cynthia has family in New Jersey, Vermont, and Arizona.
The Pendergrast’s have two sons, Allan (21) a senior at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI); and James (19) a sophomore at the University of Rochester.

In his 21 years since Ordination, he has served as Pastor, Associate Pastor, Interim Pastor and Hospital Chaplain.
Sam and Cynthia have a small sailboat and love to garden.  Sam also enjoys home improvement projects and has taken part in the building of several Habitat for Humanity houses.  Sam’s passion in ministry is mission work and preaching.

The PNC was looking with anticipation for a candidate who inspired us all as the right fit for Rome.  We prayed that we would discern the will of God for our church's ministry.  The entire PNC feels the sense of God's call that Sam is the minister who can lead our church into the future.  Sam's Statement of Faith convinced us that he is a minister with a strong sense of faith in God.  He has a refreshing optimism that God is still in charge despite all of the world's problems.  His mantra is that God is good all the time.  Here is a person who listens for the Holy Spirit.  And the Holy Spirit is alive and well in his life and ministry.  He is a quiet and thoughtful person who is also fun.  The members of the PNC and the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry like Sam very much and anticipate that the congregation will like him too.

If the Congregation approves our Call to Rev Pendergrast, his first day of work will be Nov 17th, and his first church service Nov 23rd.  Formal Installation will be planned for a future date.

Pastor Pat Ashley’s last Sunday will be November 2nd.  This service will be followed by a Dinner in her honor.  Those wishing to contribute to a gift for Pastor Pat should send their contribution to the church, marked for Pastor Pat’s Gift.

Pastor Pat has been with us for over two years.  Her job as Interim Pastor was to prepare the church for its next ‘called pastor.’  She arrived at a church that had become a bit complacent after 33 years of faithful leadership by Bob O’Meara.  In fact many in the Congregation wondered why we needed an interim.  I think we now know that answer.  We are a different church, and are ready to Call, Follow and Support a new Spiritual Leader.  That readiness is a tribute to the skill, care and guidance of Pastor Pat (and the Interim PNC that selected her).  Our thanks to Pat for making that transition and the last two years a wonderful experience.

The PNC would like to thank the Congregation for their support and patience as we sought the right person for our Church in Rome.  The prayers and words of support were most encouraging.

And Finally to our Families – We thank you for supporting us in this very important work.  For the many hours of baby-sitting, late nights, about 100 meetings, saved dinners and trips to different churches we are most grateful.  

As we opened and closed each of our meetings with Prayer, will you join us in Prayer as we close this letter:

God you have led us on a search of ourselves and those called to preach your word.  You have led us to Samuel Pendergrast who, with his wife Cynthia, we believe you are calling to be our next Pastor.  We pray for this Church, this Candidate, our Presbytery, and all who seek your truth, and desire to serve you.

In Jesus name, and with the guidance of your Holy Spirit we pray - AMEN

Your Pastoral Nominating Committee

Ray Tucker, Chairman
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Jennifer Reed, Secretary
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Linnea Linderman

