Biography – Samuel Lapsley Pendergrast
I was born and raised in Atlanta, GA, in a home my father built and we moved into when I was two.  My parents still live there.  They are Bob and Libba Pendergrast.  I am the eldest of three children.  Cynthia and I have two sons: Allan (21) is a senior at RPI, James (19) is a sophomore at the University of Rochester.  My brother, Robert, is a pediatrician half-time on the faculty of the Medical College of Georgia in Augusta and half-time at his own private practice.  Robert and Gail have four children, Michael, Rachel, Julia and Joseph.  My sister, Ruth, is married to Karl Yoder.  They live in Fort Collins, CO.  Karl has his own business as an electrical contractor.  Ruth and Karl have two sons Kaleb and Isaak.

Cynthia Pendergrast grew up in Ottumwa, IA.  Her parents are Allan and Kathy Lawrence.  They live in Ottumwa from April to October and in Mesa, AZ, the rest of the year.  They are members at First Presbyterian in Ottumwa.  Cynthia is the second of four sisters.  Valerie is married to Jim Spradling.  They live in Teaneck, NJ, and work on Broadway.  Jim is the house electrician at the Shubert Theater; Valerie is a sound technician for theater productions.  Karen is married to Jim Conrad.  They have three children: Joshua and twin girls, Sarah and Kelsey.  Jim is a retired AF Colonel who now works for a defense contractor.  They live in the Omaha area.  Stacey is married to Phillip Horen.  They live in Mesa, AZ, and have two children, Joseph and Sophia.  Phillip is a veterinarian.

I grew up in the Presbyterian Church.  My maternal grandfather, Samuel Lapsley, was a pastor.  I graduated from Furman University in Greenville, SC, in 1978 and from Louisville Presbyterian Seminary in 1987.  In between I worked in church camps, made pottery, was carpenter and spent three months in New Zealand.  I worked two years as a youth minister from 1981-1983.  That work was part of a program in the old PCUS called the “Tithe of Life” in which young adults gave two years to work in youth ministry in smaller congregations.  At a five-week training event for that program at Mo Ranch in Texas I met Cynthia.  We worked in the Knoxville, TN, area and were married there in 1982.  I was ordained in Prospect Hill Presbytery (Northwest Iowa), where I was pastor of First Presbyterian in Sac City, IA, from 1987 to 1991.  I spent a year in PhD work (Ethics) at the University of Virginia in 1991-1992 and decided that parish ministry was where I belonged.  I was pastor of New London Presbyterian Church in New London, IA, from 1992 to 1996.  I moved to Lexington, KY, to become Associate Pastor of Second Presbyterian Church.  I stayed there six years.  I stayed in Lexington in order not to move my family again until the boys were in college.  I worked for nearly three years as a chaplain at the University of Kentucky Medical Center.  I was Interim Pastor at First Presbyterian Church in Georgetown, just north of Lexington, from April, 2005, until September, 2007.  I’ve been Interim Pastor at FPC in Maysville since then.
Cynthia and I have a small sailboat.  We love to garden.  You should see Cynthia’s flower gardens around our house.  She will miss them.  She’s already planning what to dig up and bring with us.  She is learning to weave and presently has a borrowed loom.  I enjoy home improvement project and have taken part in the building of several Habitat for Humanity houses.  One of my greatest loves in ministry is leading mission trips.  I also love to preach.

